
Potters, enamellers and gunsmiths,
crafting their wares in the shadow 
of a site once sacred to the Saxon
god Woden, exploited a mineral rich
terrain turning a tenth century rural
landscape into an important centre
of Black Country industry whose
products helped build an empire
and were of international renown.

Named after the Saxon god of War (Woden) and the

probable site of an iron age fort (burgh) or hill (barrow)

Wednesbury is reputed to have been fortified by Ethelflaed,

daughter of King Alfred, in 916 to protect the borders of the

kingdom of Mercia from Viking raiders. The Domesday Book

of 1086 describes ‘Wednesberie’ as a manor consisting of

ploughland and meadows surrounded with dense woodland.

‘Colepits’ are known to have been dug by 1315 and the

industrial development of the town ensued. 

With ‘Wednesbury Forge’ established in 1597 and pottery,

including the renowned ‘Wedgebury’ ware, produced in 

bulk from the 1400s Wednesbury was perhaps the most

important and wealthiest manufacturing town in the West

Midlands before the Industrial Revolution. Industrial

development occurring in the 18th and 19th centuries has

hidden the evidence of its earlier wealth and importance

which is only now being rediscovered through a series of

extensive archaeological excavations throughout the town.

When granted its Charter of Incorporation, by Queen Victoria

in 1886, the Council suitably honoured its inhabitants with

the chosen motto ‘Arte, Marte, Vigore’ (By Skill, By Iron, 

By Energy).

WEDNESBURY MUSEUM & ART GALLERY
“I really enjoyed my visit and am most impressed

with the wonderful collection of Ruskin pottery

on display”

CHURCH OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW
“I never realised how breathtakingly beautiful

this church is”

WEDNESBURY LIBRARY
“A beautiful building, the internal architecture

is stunning”

BRUNSWICK PARK
“My children have enjoyed this park for years

and now it’s the turn of my grandchildren”
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Wednesbury Town Hall
Holyhead Road
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Sleipnir 
Can be viewed from Great Western Street
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Wednesbury Museum & Art Gallery 
Holyhead Road

Wednesbury Clock Tower
Market Place

Church of St Bartholomew
Church Hill 

Wednesbury Library
Walsall Street 

Brunswick Park
Brunswick Park Road

Hydes Pool
Woden Road South

sites and
attractions key

Metro info:

tel: 0121 254 7272
web: www.travelmetro.co.uk

Bus and rail info:

Traveline: 0870 608 2608
Centro Hotline: 0121 200 2700
web: www.centro.org.uk
National Rail: 08457 48 49 50

Birmingham International Airport:

tel: 08707 335511 
web: www.bhx.co.uk
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Funded by the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund



Once the southern extremity of Wednesbury golf course
(1908-1939), and in those days known as the ‘water hole’,
Hydes Pool was created when a bed of fireclay was extracted
for use in a nearby brickworks. Today this green sanctuary,
adjacent to the River Tame, is home to many species of
pondlife with regular visits of herons and kingfishers in
addition to the resident swans, geese and ducks.

Hydes Pool

On a hill overlooking Wednesbury Great Western Street Metro

Stop stands Steven Field’s 6m. (18ft.) high stainless steel statue

of Sleipnir, Woden’s eight legged flying war horse. Sleipnir was

commissioned as part of the public art programme associated

with the opening of the West Midlands Metro in 1998 and in the

words of the sculptor commemorates the new dynamism of the

area ‘making a leap from the past into the future’.

Sleipnir

Wednesbury
Archaeology
Recent archaeological excavations
in Wednesbury, particularly at
Wednesbury Forge (near junction 9
of the M6) and on the new superstore
site off Holyhead Road, have helped
bring to life aspects of the mediaeval
town’s history.

Far from being destroyed during industrial development in the

19th century as was previously believed, Wednesbury of the

1500s and 1600s has survived under the streets and buildings

of Victorian times. Off Lower High Street pottery is now known

to have been produced on a near industrial scale since the

1400s, and the Wednesbury Forge site has revealed extensive

metal working dating back to the 1500s on a site

acknowledged to be one of the biggest and most important of

its type anywhere in Britain. The line of the medieval town ditch,

running under the Wednesbury Museum & Art Gallery, has

shown the town to be much bigger and more important than

was previously believed. Archaeologists have even found the

17th Century remains of that traditional refuge of the

Wednesbury working man, a public house.

A selection of the best of the excavated material, including

pottery and ceramics, glass, leather shoes, gun flints, coins,

timber, buttons and cutlery, some dating back to the 1100s,

will in the future be presented at the Wednesbury Art Gallery

enabling all visitors to share in this remarkable discovery of a

previously unknown Wednesbury.

This Victorian Museum & Art Gallery was built through public 

subscription in 1891. Four panels to the front of the building, feature the 

heads of Sir Christopher Wren, Sir Joshua Reynolds, John Flaxman and

Sir Isaac Newton representing architecture, art, sculpture and science

respectively. The Gallery today houses collections which include

paintings, applied art and old toys and provides a lively programme of

family friendly events, activities and exhibitions throughout the year.

Wednesbury Museum
& Art Gallery

Church of
St. Bartholomew
Crowning the highest point in Wednesbury, possibly on a site

once sacred to the Saxon god Woden, stands this magnificent

parish church. An ancient jewel, resplendent with fifteen stained

glass windows crafted by Charles Eamer Kempe M.A.

(1837-1907), where amongst its many treasures, is the

famously unique ‘fighting cock’ lecturn. Both Bishop Francis

Asbury and the Rev. John Wesley attended prayer here, the

latter recalling in his memoirs being mobbed by the town’s

anti-Methodist rioters on October 20th 1743.

Brunswick Park
Formerly an industrial wasteland, its 28 acres of pleasure

grounds were skilfully created by renowned landscape gardener

William Barron (1805-1891) who incorporated the site’s pit

mound as a feature. It was opened on June 21st, 1887 by

Wednesbury’s first Mayor, Alderman Richard Williams J.P., to

celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria. Within the park

can be found the recently restored bandstand of 1928, given by

Arthur H. Johnson O.B.E., and an ornate cast iron pillar clock

commemorating the coronation of George V in 1911.

Wednesbury
Town Hall

Standing proud at the heart of Wednesbury Market Place

this attractive red brick and sandstone structure was unveiled

during 1911 in recognition of the coronation of George V.

From 1709 to 1824 this site was occupied by the arched

brick Butter Market, wooden stocks and the town whipping

post, often the venue for public floggings and even the

occasional wife selling!

Wednesbury
Clock Tower

In 1898 father and son Edward Richard Taylor and William

Howson Taylor founded the Birmingham Tile and Pottery Works

at Oldbury Road, Smethwick. In 1902 they changed the name

to Ruskin Pottery in honour of the writer and artist John Ruskin.

Ruskin Pottery was famous for the range of glazes it produced,

including the world famous red Sang de Boeuf glaze. The

world’s largest public collection of Ruskin Pottery is on display

at Wednesbury Museum & Art Gallery.

Ruskin Pottery

Wednesbury Library
Encouraged by Librarian Thomas Stanley, the wealthy

philanthropist Andrew Carnegie, who had experimented with

open hearth steel making at Wednesbury, funded the erection

of the red brick and limestone library which was officially

opened on October 28th 1908 on a site given by Alderman

John Handley and his sister, Miss Jane Handley.
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Originally built in 1871 this municipal building was enlarged and

remodelled in 1913 in the Palladian style. Preserved along its

Holyhead Road frontage are beautifully crafted stained glass

windows depicting scenes of local industrial landscapes in

former times.


