
VICTORIA PARK

“I have enjoyed this park through the many seasons, 
the lake is stunning all year round, but it’s the colourful
floral displays in the summer that are my real favourite”

ST MARK’S CHURCH

“I especially love this distinct blue brick church 
in winter in the white snow, it looks really beautiful 
in the snowy setting”

THE OLD LINE CANAL

“Gives you a real feel and flavour of urban canals”

TIPTON SLASHER STATUE

“An impressive statue commemorating Tipton born 
bare knuckle boxer William Perry”

tipton

tipton
walk 

heritage trail

The Old Main Line Canal, accessible from 
Owen Street and Park Lane West
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Tipton Heritage Centre/Tipton Library, Unity Walk
(off Owen Street) 

1

Tipton Slasher Statue and The Fountain Inn
The statue is located adjacent to the Old Line 
Canal in Coronation Gardens off High Street. The
Fountain Inn is just over the canal in Owen Street

4 St Matthew’s Church, Dudley Road

5 Malthouse Stables, Hurst Lane

6 The Boat Gauging House, adjacent to Factory 
Top Lock in Factory Road

7 Factory Locks (follow towpath down to Watery Lane
to Victoria Park). Accessible from Factory Road and
Furnace Parade

8 Victoria Park, accessed from Victoria Road, 
Park Lane West and Queens Road

9 Tipton Carnegie Centre, Victoria Road

10 Cast Iron Roving Bridges, Dudley Port Junction. About
500 yards east of the Ryland Aqueduct where the
canal passes over the A461 at Dudley Port

11 St John’s Church, Upper Church Lane

12

sites and
attractions key

Metro info:

tel: 0121 254 7272
web: www.travelmetro.co.uk

Bus and rail info:

Traveline: 0870 608 2608
Centro Hotline: 0121 200 2700
web: www.centro.org.uk
National Rail: 08457 48 49 50

Birmingham International Airport:

tel: 08707 335511 
web: www.bhx.co.uk

The sites are spread over a large area. Careful planning 
will be necessary before walking the route. 
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St Mark’s Church, Ocker Hill Road

The tiny ancient hamlet which the Domesday Book
recorded as having ‘land for five ploughs’ grew in the
industrial revolution to a place ‘palpitating to the beat
and throb of a thousand steam engines’ where ‘iron is
manipulated and fashioned to the service of man in every
conceivable way that human ingenuity can devise’

The abundance of coal, iron ore and limestone in the
locality led to the establishment of iron making. This grew
rapidly after the construction of the Birmingham canal in
1770 which allowed finished products to be efficiently
transported to worldwide markets. Such was the growth
of the canal system in Tipton that the town became
known as the Venice of the Midlands with over thirteen
miles of waterway within the parish.

As well as making top quality iron, Tipton became
especially well known for its heavy engineering trades
such as the production of large castings, forgings,
structural ironwork, steam engines, boilers, chains
and anchors.

Technical innovation and achievement were prolific.
In 1712 the world’s first successful steam engine was
erected at Coneygree, then in 1776 James Watt’s first
commercial engine was put to work at Bloomfield.
The first iron steamship in the world was built by the
Horseley Ironworks in 1822 and the world’s largest
anchor made by H P Parkes in 1866.The 1830s saw
Joseph Hall develop the wet puddling method of
ironmaking which revolutionised the industry. In 1937
the world speed record breaking car Thunderbolt was
built at Beans Foundry.

Tipton’s contribution to the industrialised world can never
be underrated.



This bronze statue was unveiled in 1993 to commemorate William
Perry (1820-1880) the Tipton born bare knuckle boxer who was
Champion of England from 1850 to 1857. Perry had originally
worked as a canal boatman transporting sewage out to the
countryside but by his late teens he had become a nationally
known boxing celebrity. He returned to poverty after betting all his
possessions on his unsuccessful last fight. The statue faces the
Fountain Inn where the Slasher trained for his fights. The Fountain
Inn is now a listed building.

TheTipton Slasher
and The Fountain InnThe original line of the Birmingham Canal reached Tipton in 1770

and linked up with the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal
beyond Wolverhampton in 1772. It was surveyed by the engineer
James Brindley who followed the existing ground contours resulting
in quite a long and winding route. Although much of the Old Line
in the northern part of Tipton has been lost, this section through
Tipton Green survives and now provides an important connection
to the Dudley Canal and the Black Country Living Museum.

The Old Line Canal

Built on 35 acres of derelict mining land Victoria Park was
conceived by Tipton Urban District Council in 1897 to
commemorate the diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria. Following a
design competition and a public fund raising campaign the park
was opened in July 1901 by the Earl of Dartmouth. A cast iron
drinking fountain, now listed and recently restored, was donated
by Mr and Mrs Waring to commemorate their golden wedding.
Mr Waring had been clerk to Tipton UDC. In 1921 the park
became home to Tipton’s war memorial, a granite obelisk which
to Tiptonians has always been known as The Cenotaph.

Victoria Park

St Matthew’s Church
A factional disagreement at St. Paul’s church in Owen
Street in 1875 led to St Matthew’s church being built in the
following year in the Early English style at a cost of £6,000
with a seating capacity of 460. Its major benefactors were
the local landowner and industrialist Sir Horace St Paul and
the Roberts Brothers who owned the nearby Tipton Green
Ironworks. The church was listed in 1987.

Tipton Carnegie Centre
The distinctive red brick and yellow terracotta of Tipton’s
original library make it one of the most memorable public
buildings in the Black Country. Funded by the Victorian
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie it opened in 1906 and was
designed by the Tipton architect George Wenyon who was
also responsible for Dudley’s new library in 1909. In 2000
the library moved to a new home in Unity Walk and the old
building was refurbished to house Sandwell’s occupational
health unit. It reopened in 2006 as the Tipton Carnegie
Centre just in time to celebrate its centenary.

St John’s Church

Malthouse Stables
Built in the mid 19th century this stable block is a rare

survival of a once common building type to be found along

the canal system when boats relied on horsepower for

haulage. Last used for their original purpose in the 1920s,

the stables had 14 cobbled stalls for horses on the ground

floor with fodder storage above. In the early 1980s the

stables were restored and adapted for use as a

Community Recreation Centre by Sandwell Council.

Originally dedicated to St Martin, this is Tipton’s ancient parish
church dating from the 13th century but rebuilt in 1683. It was
abandoned in 1797 when a new St Martin’s church was built 
in Lower Church Lane but brought back into use with a newly
built nave in 1854 to cater for the rapidly rising population in
the Princes End area and rededicated to St John. The tower,
with its distinctive sundial, is the oldest building in Tipton. 

The locks mark the start of the New Line Canal, the most
important of the improvements carried out to the Birmingham
canal by Thomas Telford between 1825 and 1838. The locks
descend 20 feet from the Old Line Canal at Factory Junction
to the Birmingham Level which takes the waterway on an
almost straight route into the city. The locks form the
centrepiece of a Conservation Area designated in 1986.

Factory Locks

St Mark’s Church

In the days of commercial carrying on canals tolls were levied on
the weight of cargo carried. These charges were calculated on
how deep each boat sat in the water. To formulate these records
each new boat would be gauged by loading with weights to
record the displacement and this process was carried out for the
whole BCN system in this Gauging House which dates from
1873. The Gauging House is now a listed building.

The Boat Gauging House
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The parish of St Mark containing Ocker Hill and the northern part

of Tipton was formed in 1845 and the church was completed

in1849. It is unusual and historically important as being one of

the first buildings to be constructed in locally produced

Staffordshire blue bricks which were then becoming popular with

railway and canal engineers as a material of great load bearing

capacity and durability. A proposed tower and spire for St. Marks

could not be afforded and was never built. In 1880 the building

was severely damaged by subsidence caused by mining.

Tipton Community Heritage Centre is located within Tipton Library.
The centre features artefacts, displays and information related to
the lives and work of the people of Tipton. The displays cover
various aspects of Tipton’s industrial and social history, along with
information about the canals – which lead to Tipton being called
“The Venice of the Midlands”. There is also a comprehensive local
history research section where you can discover more about the
rich history and heritage of the town. The centre has a lively
programme of events, temporary displays and exhibitions
throughout the year.

Heritage Centre
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sites and attractions
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Many cast iron towpath roving bridges (a bridge which takes
the towpath across the canal) seen on the canal system were
made in Tipton at Horseley Ironworks and Toll End Ironworks
from the 1820s to the 1860s. Several of these still exist
including these examples at Dudley Port Junction on the New
Main Line Canal.They were supplied by Toll End Ironworks in
1858 when the Netherton Canal Tunnel branch was built.

Cast Iron
Roving Bridges
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