
Home to Sandwell’s only mediaeval

market, the ‘rugged pasture land’ of

the Anglo-Saxon ‘Ruh Leah’ saw

hamlets developed at Blackheath,

Cradley Heath, Old Hill, Rowley and

Tividale as settlers were attracted to

fertile farmland and abundant natural

resources of stone, coal, clay and iron.

In 1605 Rowley Hall gained notoriety as the
hiding place for Robert Winter and Stephen
Lyttleton, two of the fleeing conspirators involved
in the Gunpowder Plot, later charged with high
treason and hung, drawn and quartered.

Rowley became internationally renowned for nail
making and for the manufacture of Jew’s Harps
(primitive musical instruments) whilst Cradley
Heath achieved world wide fame for its 
chain-making. The 1800s brought major
employment via the nut and bolt works and
manufacture of pottery. However, it was in the 
many coal mines and stone quarries of the area
that people found their main employment, and it is
these activities for which Rowley of old is
remembered, activities that have left both a lasting
imprint on the appearance of the area and in the
character of its inhabitants.

CRADLEY HEATH LIBRARY

“A lovely building with stunning Victorian pillars 
and coving”

HADEN HILL HOUSE

“A lovely House – beautifully presented rooms, 
what a find!”

HADEN HILL PARK

“The gardens are well laid out and ablaze with colour”

THE ROWLEY HILLS

“The views are breathtakingly spectacular”

ST. GILES CHURCH

“An outstandingly beautiful building”

rowley regis

Rowley Regis
walk 

heritage trail

Corngreaves Hall & Nature Reserve
Corngreaves Road

2

Cradley Heath Library 
Upper High Street

1

3
Haden Hill Park 
Halesowen Road

Haden Hill House
Halesowen Road

The Municipal Buildings
Barrs Road 

Canal No.2
Station Road 

Chainshop
Temple Meadow Primary School, Wrights Lane

St. Giles Church
Hawes Lane 

sites and
attractions key

Metro info:

tel: 0121 254 7272
web: www.travelmetro.co.uk

Bus and rail info:

Traveline: 0870 608 2608
Centro Hotline: 0121 200 2700
web: www.centro.org.uk
National Rail: 08457 48 49 50

Birmingham International Airport:

tel: 08707 335511 
web: www.bhx.co.uk

Cobbs Engine House & Chimney
Warrens Hall Park, Dudley Road 

Warrens Hall Country Park & Nature Reserve
entrance at Dudley Road

The Rowley Hills

The sites and buildings are spread over a large area.
Each of the two routes is long and strenuous. Careful
planning will be necessary before walking the routes.
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Nearly every street in the West Midlands was once paved with
Rowley Rag, an extremely hard basaltic rock which has for centuries
been quarried from the Rowley Hills. The highest point of the hills is
the summit of Turner’s Hill, known locally as Cloudland and standing
at 876 feet above sea level. On clear days magnificent views from
the summit reveal landscapes as far as the Black Mountains in Wales.

The Rowley Hills

Haden Hill House was built in 1878 by George Alfred Haden

Haden-Best M.A., the last of the Hadens connected with this

estate and part of a family tracing its local associations back over

900 years. It is believed that Haden-Best, who inherited the estate

in 1877 aged 37, considered the adjacent Tudor Hall ‘insufficient

for a gentleman’. He carried out a major rebuilding and landscaping

scheme across the estate. Remarkably much of this work remains.

Haden Hill House

Rowley is probably unique in having had four different church

buildings, all dedicated to St Giles, standing on the same ground

within a span of 85 years. The first known church, a plain stone

building, was built circa 1200 and stood until 1840. The foundation

stone of the second church, built in the gothic style, was laid by the

Reverend George Barrs in 1840. This building was closed due to

subsidence in 1894 and demolished in 1900. The third, a red brick

building, was opened in 1907 and destroyed in a mysterious fire in

June 1913. The fourth and present St. Giles opened in 1923.

St. Giles Church

Warrens Hall Country
Park & Nature Reserve
This area of quiet greenery straddling the border between Sandwell
and Dudley was once covered by industry and encompassed
coalmines, boat yards, blast furnaces, iron works and timber yards.
Warrens Hall Country Park & Nature Reserve is now a place for walkers
and wildlife. The name Warrens suggests a more ancient history:
Rabbits are not native to Britain and were introduced by the Normans
who prized them for their meat and fur. The Normans established
Warrens which were areas of land on which rabbits were farmed and
managed by a warrener.

Chainshop, Temple
Meadow Primary School
This four hearth family chainshop was originally located in Butchers Lane,

Cradley. When faced with demolition in October 2000, members of

The Black Country History Society in partnership with Temple Meadow

Primary School combined to save it. It has been rebuilt in the school

grounds where it is used to teach young people the history and

importance of the Cradley Heath chainmaking industry. 

Haden Hill Park
This Grade II listed building is the largest of three Carnegie libraries

donated by the Scottish-American industrialist and philanthropist

Andrew Carnegie and built by the Rowley Regis Urban District

Council in the early 1900s. The others were Tividale (replaced 

by Oakham Library in 1966) and Blackheath. The foundation stone

was laid on 27 November by John Hilton, Chairman of the Urban

District Council and all three libraries were officially opened on 

15 November 1909.

Cradley Heath Library

The Dudley No. 2 Canal
The Dudley No. 2 Canal runs through Rowley Regis and 

was built between 1793 and 1798. Running from Dudley 

to Halesowen it served all the local industries; coal mines

such as Windmill End and Haden Hill, iron works such as

Noah Hingleys, pottery works such as Doulton & Co. and 

the great tube works at Coombs Wood. The 3027 yard

Netherton Tunnel opened in 1858 and was the last canal

tunnel built in Britain for over 100 years.

Forming the heart of the Haden Estate and acquired for public

use by the people of Rowley Regis in 1878, this public park 

has changed little over the years and incorporates many features

predating the park including the pond to the west of the house

and Nursery Wood. The gardens are attractively laid out and

planted with ornamental shrubs, flowering trees and 

herbaceous borders. 

This Grade II listed hall dates from circa 1780. Built by the
local 18th century ironmaster James Attwood it is believed to
incorporate parts of earlier structures that have stood on the
site. His initials are carved into a stone above the arch. The
Nature Reserve probably contains the only example of ancient
broad leaf woodland surviving in Sandwell.

Corngreaves Hall 
& Nature Reserve

Cobbs Engine
House & Chimney

Rowley Regis received its Charter as a Municipal Borough in

1933 with a great celebration on 28 September that year. 

The original council offices were in Lawrence Lane, Old Hill. The

foundation stone for new buildings to replace the original offices

was laid in Barrs Road on 23 October 1937 by Alderman

Thomas Deeley, the Mayor. These buildings, much grander than

their predecessors, were opened by Mr. Joseph Eley on 17

December 1938. 

The Municipal Buildings
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A well known local landmark, this scheduled ancient monument

and Grade II listed building built circa 1831 is one of the few

beam engine houses left in the Black Country, and is probably

the best surviving example of its type. Officially known as

Windmill End Pumping Station it housed a stationary steam

engine used to drain several collieries in the area and prevent 

the flooding of mines.

sites and attractions

If you have enjoyed discovering 
the sites of Rowley Regis, then 
why not try one of our other trails…

Trails already available:
• Smethwick
• Wednesbury and
• West Bromwich

Trails coming soon:
• Oldbury and
• Tipton


